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<c Were the expenses occasioned by these restrictive measures, applied to 
establish good hospitals, and to provide the needy with a sufficiency of whole¬ 
some food; and were proper means used to convince people that they can best 
secure themselves against the baneful effects of the sickness by carefully avoid¬ 
ing the causes of it, and by promptly meeting its attacks with proper remedies, 
and with fortitude and equability of mind, it might confidently be expected 
that its ravages would be greatly diminished.” 

For if cholera be under any circumstance contagious, its contagion is of so 
subtle a nature, that all attempts to prevent its diffusion by sanatory cordons, 
have hitherto signally failed. We cannot conclude this notice of Dr. Harnett’s 
reports,"W’ithout again warmly recommending them to all who wish to study the 
progress of epidemic cholera. We have here presented to us the facts and 
circumstances connected with its origin and existence in Dantzick, most care¬ 
fully and diligently sought out, and investigated with ability, and in a spirit of 
honest inquiry after truth. A. S. 

XV. An Essay on Epidemics as they appeared in Duchess county, from 1809 to 
1825; also a Paper on Diseases of the Jaw Bones, with an Appendix, containing 
an Account of the Epidemic Cholera, as it appeared in 1832. By Huxra 
Sheebill, M. D. New York, 1832. pp. 184 8c 38. 8vo. 

In the existing state of medical science, few subjects are so important or in¬ 
teresting, as the history of the character and progress of epidemics. Modern 
anatomy has thrown its light fepon the intimate structure and distribution of 
every tissue which enters into the composition of the human frame; something 
is still to be learned, but we are rapidly verging toward the boundaries which 
our finite powers prescribe to the investigation of the mechanical structure of 
this machine. Physiology, as an experimental science, has been cultivated to a 
great extent, within a few years, and although we occasionally witness the pro¬ 
mulgation of vague or ill-founded theories, for the most part resulting from a 
culpable neglect of the operation of mechanical and chemical laws upon living 
organs, most of the healthy vital functions are now explained upon principles 
truly philosophical. 

But pathology is still in its infancy. The grand fundamental principle that 
all fevers and most other diseases which Jlcsh is heir to, are primarily produced by 
local irritations, may, it is true, be now regarded as established. The language 
of medicine is changed, and our ideas are rendered more precise, in a corres¬ 
ponding degree. We scarcely hear the word idiopathic, employed in speaking 
of disease; even debility and excitement are considered, for the most part, as 
local and reciprocal excitement in one part, being necessarily productive of de¬ 
bility in some other, and the whole amount of excitability in the system remain¬ 
ing constant. General debility is an antiquated term; even in the collapse of 
cholera asphyxia, wc are taught to seek for irritation and active inflammation of 
the intestinal canal. 

It is by the close observation of the effect of local situations, habits, and cli¬ 
mate, in modifying the character of epidemic diseases, that we are enabled to 
discover what is due to general and what to minor causes. Every contribution 
made to medical topography is therefore a treasure laid up for the benefit of 
posterity, although it may not prove immediately interesting. Even a dry and 
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the profession, render it unnecessary to describe the symptoms as given by Dr. 
Sherrill; suffice it to say that the number of cases of sudden collapse, and ex¬ 
cessive engorgement of the lungs, was less numerous in Duchess county, than 
in many other situations, and the epidemic appears to have been more strongly 
influenced by the local diseases, generally prevalent in that district, so that 
bilious symptoms and a remittent disposition were more frequently encoun¬ 
tered. 

Dr. S. very early adopted the employment of venesection and the free use 
of purgatives, notwithstanding the current of popular opinion which set strong¬ 
ly in favour of a stimulant course: a corresponding improvement in the suc¬ 
cess of his treatment was the result. 

“The blood was usually of a dark appearance, showing signs of noticing 
properly oxj/dated , and at the first, bleeding did not always show the sizy coat, 
when it afterwards did. It often had the colour and consistence of molasses.” 
p. 40. 

This epidemic continued through the years 1812 and 1813. In 1814, it 
gave place to the remittent fever complicated with dysentery', which displayed 
itself at first among the militia stationed at Harlem, and Brooklyn, and was 
hence termed the llarlem fever—it was chiefly confined to the soldiers and 
their attendants. 

From this period to 1819, there was no general epidemic. The autumnal 
remittents began gradually to reappear, and the diseases of other seasons as¬ 
sumed by degrees the form of “ simple phlegmasial excitement.” The year 
1819 opened with many cases of disease of the throat and fauces, producing 
general soreness of the throat and difficulty in deglutition. There was swelling 
of the mucous coat of the a-sophagus, producing in some, the idea of the pre¬ 
sence of a foreign body. When the inflammatory symptoms subsided, there 
remained a debility of the glottis producing hoarseness and difficulty of speech. 
Most of the inflammatory affections occurring at this period, were attended 
with strong determination to the brain, pain, stupor and sometimes delirium. 
This affection was followed in several districts by scarlet fever, or cynanche 
maligna, but it was generally of a very mild character. It was during the 
summer of this year that the yellow fever reappeared at New York, but al¬ 
though the bilious autumnal fevers of Duchess county were rather more pro¬ 
tracted than usual, they did not become widely prevalent. 

The second paper of Dr. S. is an address delivered to the same society in 
November, 1825, and relates to the diseases of the county from 1819, to that 
date. An unusually healthy winter ushered in the year 1820, but the summer 
produced a severe epidemic dysentery, sporadic cases of which occurred in 
several succeeding seasons, but it did not become general again until 1825. 
During the intervening period, the vernal intermittents and the autumnal re¬ 
mittents were frequently encountered; but they differed from those which pre¬ 
vailed prior to “ the winter epidemic,” in exhibiting no prominent external 
symptoms of bilious affection , cither on the skin or the tongue. Torpor of the 
surface was often observed. In 1825 a much stronger tendency to the typhoid 
condition was obvious, and numerous cases of regular typhus fever occurred, 
attended in some cases by a harmorrhagic disposition. Blood drawn at the 
commencement, was dark and heavy* and very thick. Dr. S. appears not to 
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be deterred from active depletion by signs of apparent debility. The latter 
part of this paper contains some speculations on the variola and varioloid which 
prevailed in Duchess county in 1823, and again in 1825, and some notice of 
other diseases of more strictly local character; it concludes with some remarks 
upon puerperal fever, with abstracts of three successful cases. 

_ -'ext follows an essay on the caries of the jaws of children, prevalent in the 
Netv York Alms-house, read before the Medico-Chirurgical society of the Uni- 
versity of New York, in 1808? to which is appended a letter on the same sub- 
jeet from Professor Francis, dated December 13th 1825, and the description 
of the disease as it prevailed in the Children’s Asylum, extracted from the paper 
of Dr. B. H. Coates, to which reference has been made. 

The original paper of Dr. S. is the earliest public notice of this formidable 
disease in America, with which we have met. It contains several interesting 
cases. The author gives strong testimony in favour of the local application of 
a solution of sulphate of copper, the remedy so successful in the practice of 
Drs. Vanmeter, Beasley, and Coates, and in this he is joined by Dr. Francis; 
but we regret that he has recommended a weak solution in the commencement 
of the disease. Having had to contend with the affection in many cases, for it 
prevails at times in all marshy districts as a sequels of intermittent and remit* 
tent fevers, we feel bound to insist on the high importance of employing a sa. 
turateu solution in every case. Success is never secure unless the wash is ap¬ 
plied to the whole diseased surface, and therefore not only every diseased 
tooth, but also any portion of the jaw to which the necrosis may have extend, 
ed, should be removed if possible. One of the principal reasons of our fre¬ 
quent failure when, the mortification has extended to the cheek, is the difficulty 
of reaching the living parts concealed beneath the sloughs;, under these cir¬ 
cumstances the plan recommended by Marjolin in the Dictionnairc de Medicine, 
Art. Gangrene de la Jlouchc ties Infans, that of cutting away the greater part of 
the sloughs, should be employed. By completely impregnating the remainder 
with the solution, using externally the saturnine poultice, as applied in the 
case under the charge of Dr. R. M. Huston, quoted by Dr. Coates, which case 
we saw during its progress, the life of the patient may be saved under circum- 
stances apparently desperate. 

The most extensive destruction of parts which, we have seen described in a 
case terminating favourably, is communicated to Dr. Sherrill, by Dr. Beers, of 
Clinton, (p. 114.) In this patient, a girl aged eleven years, the necrosis in¬ 
volved the whole right side of the upper jaw, extending to the molar bone, 
and the disease ultimately affected the lower jaw. The cheek became gan¬ 
grenous, and ulceration extended through its whole thickness, from the angle 
of the mouth nearly to the ear. She lost ten teeth. 

“ When the gangrenous tendency of the system was discovered, the patient 
was treated with vigorous antiseptic and stimulant remedies. The debility and 
prostration, a part of the time, were so great as to require the most liberal use 
of these remedies. The strength was supported, and the diseased portions of 
the bone were separated from the sound. The space was filled with a new 
growth of parts, after a long and tedious process. The wound closed up, and 
tiie patient recovered, and is still enjoying tolerable health.” p. 115. 

At the request of Dr. D. F. Condic, several years ago, we removed from a 
lad in this city, that portion of the upper jaw which intervenes between the 
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third molar tooth on the right, and the second on the left side, together with 
the palatine plates, and the nasal processes complete, it being in a state of ne¬ 
crosis, and the periosteum apparently destroyed. The patient was supposed 
to have laboured under the complaint in question, but if so, the powers of na¬ 
ture, aided perhaps by the unprofessional advice of friends, had arrested the 
gangrenous tendency before medical aid was called; very little deformity re¬ 
sulted. We have since removed several large portions both of the upper, and 
the alveolar process of the lower jaw, in the same complaint, and whenever it 
has been possible to apply the saturated solution of the sulphate of copper to 
the living parts over the whole diseased surface, the disease has been arrested. 

After a supplementary note on an epidemic, or rather endemic dysentery in 
1826, Dr. S. gives us a short essay on the epidemic cholera as it appeared in 
Poughkeepsie in 1832. We regret that he has omitted all notice of the terri¬ 
ble influenza, and the singular and complicated cutaneous affections which pre¬ 
ceded its appearance. There is little novelty in this essay, for so much has 
been written on the subject, by the disciples of all schools, that it is not diffi¬ 
cult to predict the opinions which will be formed by any individual when he 
becomes acquainted with this epidemic, if we are informed under what banners 
he is enlisted. Dr. S. is evidently of the school of Kush; with the exception of 
the occasional use of the term gastro-enteritis, he gives us no evidence of adhe¬ 
sion to more recent doctrines. He considers cholera asphyxia as an inflamma¬ 
tory affection, bearing more resemblance to pneumonia typhoides than to any 
other disease well known in this country. He regards the morbific poison as 
acting on the whole system , and believes that there exists inflammatory action 
throughout the intestinal canal, with excessive engorgement, both of the tho¬ 
rax and abdomen, which he regards as a highly inflammatory symptom, for he 
draws no distinction between congestion and inflammation. The term irrita¬ 
tion, in the sense in which it is now employed by the physiological school, does 
not occur in the work. This is to be regretted—the language of science should 
be universal. In addition to external warmth and sudorifics, Dr. S. strongly 
advocates the propriety of frequent and small bleedings and free catharsis. 
Among the purgatives, a combination of rhubarb and sulphate of magnesia was 
preferred, and calomel was employed but seldom. The author speaks flatter¬ 
ingly of his success, but has furnished but few details. 

It would be impossible for us, within the limits of tills notice, to discuss our 
opinions of the proper treatment of cholera, but we should be very culpable in 
not expressing a strong difference of sentiment upon one point. “ During the 
premonitory stage,” says the author, “ a brisk cathartic or an emetic, followed 
by opiates and astringents, would frequently carry off the approaching dis¬ 
ease.” We have seen such frequent ill-consequences, and sometimes such ter¬ 
rible evils from the use of active cathartics in the earlier stages of cholera, or 
during the premonitory diarrhcca, that we must express our disapprobation of 
their employment. It is within the recollection of perhaps every practitioner, 
largely engaged in treating this disease in or near Philadelphia, that many cases 
were actually produced by doses of purgative medicine which at another pe¬ 
riod would have proved harmless. The irritability of the intestines is such that 
we have been compelled to use caution in treating other complaints, to avoid 
excessive exhaustion from hypercatharsis. 
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In tafang leave of Dr. Shemll’s wort, justice demands that we should com 
plain of an occasional want of precision in terms, and a neglect of grammatical 
accuracy. These papers were delivered at very different periodsflnd some 

of them whmh have been before presented to the public, are now reprinted 
with additions, and it would be unjust to expect perfect uniformity of manner 
under such circumstances; but when facts are of sufficient importance to 2 
rant publication, they deserve to be carefully observed and clearly stated 
What is meant by bilious affection, or head affection, enumerated in several 
places among the symptoms of particular fevers, and attended by no exnlana' 
tion? Some of the numerous mistakes in grammar, and even in the arrangement 
of phrases, may be chargeable upon the printer, but it is dangerous for an an- 
thor to be so careless in the correction of the press. 

The state of New York deserves high praise for the system of county medi- 
cal societies which she has instituted, but the profession has some reason Vo 
complain that so little intelligence has yet emanated from this source. Why are 
not regular records of the progress of epidemics, accompanied by metcorcL 
cai observations, so seldom preserved by these societies ? It is a disgrace to the 

imnr'ovcmenf PeDnSJrlVaD “ that she has been stiU more tardy in the march of 
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XV!. Tht Jin atomy and Physiology of the Organ of Hearing, £*. By Dxvm Too 
Member of the Royal College of Surgeons. Octavo, pp. 147. London, 1832.’ 

The attention of medical writers has latterly been bestowed more upon an 

present time arc therefore a mere repetition of what has been sTwellla'by 
preceding writers, and especially by the late celebrated Scarpa, in his Disci uf 
sitiones de Auditu et Olfacto. It is a subject of sincere regrL that thifanna 
rent perfection of anatomical knowledge on the ear, and the extreme ffiffieffity 
there.s in adding any thing of value to it, should not have been followed bv 
equally improved processes of treatment; it is however a melancholy fact that 
very many, perhaps onchalf of the derangements and imperfections of the 
sense of hearing, derive litUe or no benefit from medical attendance f.n? 
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The reader will perhaps be glad first of all to learn its anatomical novelties 



